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BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY REGULAR MEETING 
  

October 18, 2022 
  

Subject:  Proposed retroactive Resolution affirming the appointments of Scott Thygerson, Andrew J. Cantu, 
Tyler S. Whitezell, Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., and Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR, as Officers of Kern County 
Hospital Authority, effective September 25, 2023  
  
Recommended Action:  Approve; Adopt Resolution 
  
Summary:   
 
On January 19, 2022, your Board adopted the most recent Resolution (No. 2022-002) appointing Scott Thygerson, 
Andy Cantu, Tyler Whitezell, Dr. Glenn Goldis, and Dawn LeRoy, RN, MSN, to serve as officers of the Authority.  The 
action by your Board complied with the state statute, county ordinance, and the Authority’s Bylaws for Governance.   
 
On September 25, 2023, Chief Nursing Officer Dawn LeRoy, RN, MSN, resigned effective that day.   Immediately 
following Ms. LeRoy’s resignation, Mr. Thygerson appointed Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR, as the interim Chief 
Nursing Officer, effective September 25, 2023.  Ms. Barraza commenced her employment with the authority on 
August 28, 2022, and previously served at the hospital’s Director of Surgical Services. 
 
The Authority is recommending that your Board retroactively adopt the attached resolution affirming the 
appointment of the following individuals by name and title as officers of the Authority, effective September 25, 
2023: 
 

Chief Executive Officer:    Scott Thygerson 
  Chief Financial Officer:    Andrew J. Cantu 
  Chief Operating Officer:    Tyler S. Whitezell 

Chief Medical Officer:    Glenn E. Goldis, M.D. 
  Chief Nursing Officer (Interim):   Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR 

 
Therefore, it is recommended that your Board retroactively approve the recommended action and adopt the 
attached Resolution. 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
OF THE KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 

_________________ 
 
 
In the matter of:                       Resolution No. 2023-___ 
 
AFFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF SCOTT 
THYGERSON, ANDREW J. CANTU, TYLER S. 
WHITEZELL, AND GLENN E. GOLDIS, M.D., AND 
TONYA BARRAZA, RN, MSN, CNOR, TO SERVE AS 
OFFICERS OF KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL 
AUTHORITY 
_____________________________________ 
 
 I, MONA A. ALLEN, Authority Board Coordinator for the Kern County Hospital 
Authority, hereby certify that the following Resolution, on motion of Director __________, 
seconded by Director __________, was duly and regularly adopted by the Board of 
Governors of the Kern County Hospital Authority at an official meeting thereof on the 18th 
day of October, 2023, by the following vote, and that a copy of the Resolution has been 
delivered to the Chairman of the Board of Governors.  
 
AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
      MONA A. ALLEN 

                 Authority Board Coordinator 
   Kern County Hospital Authority  

          
 
                 ____________________________ 
                 Mona A. Allen             
 
             
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Section 1.  WHEREAS: 
   
 (a) Health and Safety Code section 101855(a)(6) provides that the Kern 
County Hospital Authority shall have the power “to appoint and employ or otherwise 
engage a chief executive officer and other officers and employees that may be necessary 
or appropriate, …and to define the power and duties of officers and employees”; and 
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(b) Section 2.170.070 of the Ordinance Code of the County of Kern 
(“Ordinance Code”) titled Powers of Hospital Authority provides that “the hospital 
authority shall have the power to appoint and employ or otherwise engage a chief executive 
officer and other necessary officers and employees”; and 
 

(c) Section 2.170.080 of the Ordinance Code also provides that the “board of 
supervisors shall approve the initial and any successive chief executive officer of the 
hospital authority prior to his or her appointment by the hospital authority” (Ord. No. A-
356, § 2, 10-6-15, eff. 11-6-15); and 
 

(d) Section 5.01 of the Hospital Authority Bylaws for Governance provides that 
“the Board of Governors shall appoint a competent and experienced Chief Executive 
Officer, subject to the prior approval by the Board of Supervisors, to have responsibility 
for the general management of the Hospital Authority. Subject to the rights of the Board 
of Supervisors, the Chief Executive Officer shall be employed, contracted with, or 
otherwise engaged by the Hospital Authority”; and 
 

(e) On March 16, 2016, by a unanimous vote of those Directors present, the 
Board of Governors recommended Russell V. Judd be appointed the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Hospital Authority and referred the matter to the Board of Supervisors for 
approval. On April 5, 2016, the Board of Supervisors approved the initial appointment of 
Russell V. Judd as the Chief Executive Officer of the Hospital Authority; and 
 

(f) Section 4.03 of the Hospital Authority Bylaws for Governance provides that 
“the Chief Financial Officer shall be appointed by the Chief Executive Officer…. Prior to 
appointing the Chief Financial Officer, the Chief Executive Officer shall consult with and 
receive direction from the Board of Governors”; and 
 

(g) On March 16, 2016, Russell V. Judd consulted with and received direction 
from the Board of Governors regarding the appointment of a Chief Financial Officer of the 
Hospital Authority; and 
 

(h) On March 16, 2016, by unanimous vote of those Directors present, the 
Board of Governors approved the recommendation of Russell V. Judd to appoint Andrew 
J. Cantu as the Chief Financial Officer of the Hospital Authority; and 
 

(i) On April 16, 2016, the Board of Governors adopted Resolution No. 2016-
004 appointing Russell V. Judd, Alton Scott Thygerson, Andrew J. Cantu, Glenn E. Goldis, 
M.D., Jared W. Leavitt, and Antoinette C. Smith, RN, MSN, to serve as initial officers of 
the Hospital Authority; and 

 
(j) On January 16, 2019, the Board of Governors adopted Resolution No. 2019-

001 reaffirming the appointments of Russell V. Judd, Alton Scott Thygerson, Andrew J. 
Cantu, Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., Jared W. Leavitt, and Antoinette C. Smith, RN, MSN, to 
serve as officers of the Hospital Authority; and 
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(k) On October 16, 2019, by unanimous vote of those Directors present, the 

Board of Governors appointed Alton Scott Thygerson, Chief Strategy Officer, as President, 
Hospital & Clinic Operations of the Hospital Authority; and 

 
(l) On January 15, 2020, the Board of Governors adopted Resolution No. 2020-

003 reaffirming the appointments of Russell V. Judd, Alton Scott Thygerson, Andrew J. 
Cantu, Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., Jared W. Leavitt, and Antoinette C. Smith, RN, MSN, to 
serve as officers of the Hospital Authority, effective October 16, 2019; and 

 
(m) Effective July 14, 2020, Jared W. Leavitt resigned his position as Chief 

Operating Officer; and 
 
(n) On July 14, 2020, Tyler S. Whitezell was appointed Chief Operating Officer 

by the Chief Executive Officer of the Hospital Authority; and 
 
(o) On January 20, 2021, the Board of Governors adopted Resolution No. 2021-

001 reaffirming the appointments of Russell V. Judd, Alton Scott Thygerson, Andrew J. 
Cantu, Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., and Antoinette C. Smith, RN, MSN, and affirming the 
appointment of Tyler S. Whitezell, to serve as officers of the Hospital Authority, effective 
July 14, 2020; and 

 
(p) On October 12, 2021, pursuant to Section 2.170.080 of the Ordinance Code, 

approval was obtained for the appointment of Alton Scott Thygerson as Chief Executive 
Officer of the Hospital Authority (Ord. No. G-8814, § 3, 3-19-19); and 

 
(q) On October 13, 2021, Russell V. Judd officially resigned his position as Chief 

Executive Officer of the Hospital Authority, effective December 1, 2021; and 
 
(r) On October 13, 2021, by unanimous vote, the Board of Governors appointed 

Scott Thygerson as Chief Executive Officer of the Hospital Authority, effective December 
1, 2021; and 

 
(s) Chief Nursing Officer Toni Smith, RN, MSN, retired after 25 years of service 

effective December 27, 2021; and    
 
(t) Following an extensive search, Mr. Thygerson appointed Dawn C. LeRoy, 

RN, MSN, CEN-BC, as Chief Nursing Officer effective upon Ms. Smith’s retirement.  Ms. 
LeRoy commenced her employment with the hospital authority on December 27, 2021; and 
 

(u) On September 25, 2023, Ms. LeRoy resigned as Chief Nursing Officer, 
effective immediately.  Following Ms. LeRoy’s resignation, Mr. Thygerson appointed 
Director of Surgical Services Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR, as the interim Chief 
Nursing Officer, effective September 25, 2023. 
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(v)  The Board of Governors desires to affirm the appointments of Scott 
Thygerson, Andrew J. Cantu, Tyler S. Whitezell, and Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., and Tonya 
Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR, effective September 25, 2023. 
 

Section 2.  NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of 
Governors of the Kern County Hospital Authority, as follows: 

 
 1. This Board finds the facts recited herein are true, and further finds that this 
Board has jurisdiction to consider, approve, and adopt the subject of this Resolution. 
 

2. This Board hereby affirms the appointment of the following individuals by 
name and title as officers of the Kern County Hospital Authority, effective September 25, 
2023: 

 
 Chief Executive Officer:   Scott Thygerson 
 Chief Financial Officer:   Andrew J. Cantu 
 Chief Operating Officer:   Tyler S. Whitezell 

Chief Medical Officer:   Glenn E. Goldis, M.D. 
 Chief Nursing Officer (Interim):  Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR 
 

3. The provisions of this Resolution shall be effective, in force, and operative 
as of the 25th day of September, 2023. 

 
4. Resolution No. 2022-002, adopted by the Board of Governors on January 19, 

2022, is hereby repealed and superseded by this Resolution. 
 

5. The Authority Board Coordinator shall provide copies of this Resolution to 
the following: 
 

Members, Board of Governors 
Kern Medical Center 
Scott Thygerson, Chief Executive Officer 
Andrew J. Cantu, Chief Financial Officer 
Tyler S. Whitezell, Chief Operating Officer 
Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., Chief Medical Officer 
Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR, Chief Nursing Officer (Interim) 
Legal Services Department 

 



 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

KERN COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 
 

Kern Medical Center 
1700 Mount Vernon Avenue 

Conference Room 1058 
Bakersfield, California 93306 

 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, October 18, 2023 
 

11:30 A.M. 
 

BOARD RECONVENED 
 
Board Members: Berjis, Bigler, McLaughlin, Pelz, Pollard, Zervis 
Roll Call: 4 Present, 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 

 
NOTE: The vote is displayed in bold below each item. For example, Zervis-McLaughlin denotes 
Director Zervis made the motion and Director McLaughlin seconded the motion. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA/OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: ALL ITEMS LISTED WITH A “CA” 
OR “C” WERE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE AND APPROVED BY ONE MOTION. 
 
BOARD ACTION SHOWN IN CAPS 
 
NOTE: DIRECTOR POLLARD JOINED THE MEETING AFTER THE VOTE ON THE CONSENT 
AGENDA AND PRIOR TO THE DISCUSSION AND VOTE ON ITEM 35 
 
 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 

1) This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons to address the Board on any matter not on 
this agenda but under the jurisdiction of the Board. Board members may respond briefly to 
statements made or questions posed. They may ask a question for clarification, make a referral 
to staff for factual information or request staff to report back to the Board at a later meeting. In 
addition, the Board may take action to direct the staff to place a matter of business on a future 
agenda. SPEAKERS ARE LIMITED TO TWO MINUTES. PLEASE STATE AND SPELL YOUR 
NAME BEFORE MAKING YOUR PRESENTATION. THANK YOU! 

 NO ONE HEARD 
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BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS OR REPORTS 

 
2) On their own initiative, Board members may make an announcement or a report on their own 

activities. They may ask a question for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to 
have staff place a matter of business on a future agenda (Government Code section 
54954.2(a)(2)) –  
NO ONE HEARD 

 
 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
CA 
3) Minutes for the Kern County Hospital Authority Board of Governors regular meeting on 

September 20, 2023 –  
 APPROVED 
 Pelz-Berjis: 4 Ayes; 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 
 
CA 
4) Proposed election of officers to the Kern County Hospital Authority Board of Governors to 

include Russell E. Bigler, Chairman, Philip McLaughlin, Vice Chairman, and Amir Berjis, M.D., 
Secretary/Treasurer, terms to expire June 30, 2025 – 
ELECTED OFFICERS 
Pelz-Berjis: 4 Ayes; 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 

 
CA 
5) Proposed Resolution establishing regular meeting dates of the Kern County Hospital Authority 

Board of Governors for calendar year 2024 –  
 APPROVED; ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2023-011 
 Pelz-Berjis: 4 Ayes; 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 
 
CA 
6) Proposed retroactive Resolution affirming the appointments of Scott Thygerson, Andrew J. 

Cantu, Tyler S. Whitezell, Glenn E. Goldis, M.D., and Tonya Barraza, RN, MSN, CNOR, as 
officers of the Kern County Hospital Authority, effective September 25, 2023 – 
APPROVED; ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2023-012 

 Pelz-Berjis: 4 Ayes; 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 
 
CA 
7) Proposed retroactive Kern County Hospital Authority Organizational Chart, effective 

September 25, 2023 – 
 APPROVED 
 Pelz-Berjis: 4 Ayes; 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 
 
CA 
8) Proposed retroactive Resolution delegating authority to the Chief Executive Officer of Kern 

County Hospital Authority to execute instruments and other documents in the name of and on 
behalf of Kern Medical Surgery Center, LLC, effective October 1, 2023 –  

 APPROVED; ADOPTED RESOLUTION 2023-013 
 Pelz-Berjis: 4 Ayes; 2 Absent - Bigler, Pollard 
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/s/ Mona A. Allen 

Authority Board Coordinator 
 
 
 
/s/ Phillip McLaughlin 

Vice Chairman, Board of Governors 
Kern County Hospital Authority 
 
 
 




